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GRADE 3 READING—RELEASED ITEMS 

26 Go to the next page. 

 
 
 
36 How does the author connect the point that the climb was very dangerous in 

paragraphs 5 and 6? 

 A The information in paragraph 6 is a result of the action in paragraph 5. 

 B The ideas in paragraphs 5 and 6 compare the different climbers. 

 C Paragraphs 5 and 6 describe the path the climbers took. 

 D Paragraph 5 lists the steps needed for paragraph 6. 

 

37 What is the meaning of “face the fact” in paragraph 8? 

 A to look at an idea one believes in 

 B to admit that something is true 

 C to escape from danger 

 D to learn something new 
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Excerpt from “Dog a Hero on Mount Hood” (Part 2) 
by Susan Jankowski 

Dogs can also be helpful because they can smell the scent of another animal. A dog  
may start barking to let people know danger is near. Dogs can also hear sounds that 
people might not hear. But perhaps their most important role is to keep people warm 
and comfort them. It is likely petting Velvet’s black fur comforted Matty, Kate, and 
Christina. The same was probably true whenever the friendly dog licked their chins! 

Even though they could not yet reach the stranded climbers, rescuers did their part  
to help them keep calm. They were able to call the climbers on their cell phones to  
guide them. 

The three spent the night in blinding snow and 70 mile-per-hour winds. The forest was 
dense and dark. Snowflakes swirled around and around. The wind howled all night long; 
at times, it sounded like the cries of wolves! It was a long night for everyone, including 
Velvet. During the cold night, she stretched across the three climbers like a warm 
blanket. 

No Place Like Home! 

As soon as the sun rose over the glaciers, Erik Brom and other members of the  
Portland Mountain Rescue Team began their search. The rescue team found the  
climbers with Velvet in White River Canyon at about 7,400 feet. 

“We’re soaking wet and freezing!” the three told reporters who shouted questions at 
them. Upon her return, Christina got into an ambulance to go to the hospital. She had 
black rings on the skin around her eyes from her injury. Still she was willing to have  
her picture taken by news reporters. Everybody, Velvet included, was happy to be back 
at the forest ranger station in the park. 

Rescuers said Velvet probably saved the climbers’ lives by huddling with them during  
the cold night. 

Russel Gubele was one of the rescue operations leaders. He warned reporters that  
just knowing how to rock climb does not always mean that a person is ready to climb  
a mountain that rises out of a deep forest. Still, Matty, Kate, and Christina had been 
prepared with the right gear, cell phones, the transmitter, and Velvet. They had  
helped to ensure their own rescue by being prepared. 
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Even though she is just a pet, Velvet turned out to be one of the operation’s rescue 
heroes. But in the end, Velvet was probably just happy to go home. 

“She’ll be getting extra treats when we go home,” Matty joked. 

 
 
 
38 According to the text, what is the relationship between the climbers petting 

Velvet’s fur and Velvet licking them? 

 A Both dried the climbers. 

 B Both scared the climbers. 

 C Both calmed the climbers. 

 D Both warmed the climbers. 

 

Use both parts of this text to answer this question. 

39 What is the main idea of the text? 

 A Mount Hood can be a dangerous place. 

 B Mount Hood is popular for rock climbing. 

 C A dog helps a group of rock climbers. 

 D A group of teachers goes rock climbing. 
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Use both parts of this text to answer this question. 

40 Which statement from the text supports the main idea? 

 A “They had no idea a German shepherd named Velvet would help save  
 their lives.” 

 B “On Sunday, the weather took a turn for the worse.” 

 C “They hiked for miles to try to make it down the mountainside.” 

 D “The rescue team found the climbers with Velvet in White River Canyon  
 at about 7,400 feet.” 

 

 
 
 

RELE
ASED



 

  

GRADE 3 READING—RELEASED ITEMS 

30 

 
 
 
This is the end of the Reading test. 
 
Directions: 
 

1. Look back over your answers for the test questions.  
 
2. Make sure all your answers are entered on the answer sheet. Only what is 

entered on the answer sheet will be scored. 
 
3. Put all of your papers inside your test book and close your test book. 
 
4. Stay quietly in your seat until your teacher tells you that testing is 

finished. 
 
5. Remember, teachers are not allowed to discuss questions from the test 

with you, and you are not allowed to discuss with others any of the test 
questions or information in the test. 
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Item Number Type Key Standard 

S1 MC A  

S2 MC B  

1 MC A RL.3.4 

2 MC C RL.3.4 

3 MC D RL.3.3 

4 MC C RL.3.1 

5 MC A RL.3.3 

6 MC D RL.3.3 

7 MC A RL.3.3 

8 MC D RL.3.3 

9 MC B RI.3.4 

10 MC C RI.3.1 

11 MC B L.3.4 

12 MC A RI.3.1 

13 MC D RI.3.8 

14 MC B RI.3.8 

15 MC D L.3.5.a 

16 MC B RI.3.2 

17 MC D RL.3.1 

18 MC C RL.3.1 

19 MC B RL.3.1 
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Item Number Type Key Standard 

20 MC D L.3.4 

21 MC A RL.3.3 

22 MC B RL.3.4 

23 MC B RL.3.3 

24 MC D RL.3.3 

25 MC B RI.3.1 

26 MC A L.3.4 

27 MC B RI.3.3 

28 MC C RI.3.8 

29 MC B RI.3.3 

30 MC D RI.3.4 

31 MC C RI.3.8 

32 MC B RI.3.2 

33 MC C RI.3.4 

34 MC A RI.3.1 

35 MC D RI.3.1 

36 MC A RI.3.8 

37 MC B L.3.5.a 

38 MC C RI.3.3 

39 MC C RI.3.2 

40 MC A RI.3.2 
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